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Introduction 
 
The papers of Robert Dickerson are a collection of his sermons from at least 1956 to at 
least 1990. They are arranged by his own numerical system, along with a set of 
un-numbered sermons. There is also a collection of German language material that he 
prepared. 
 
The collection was processed and this finding aid created in October 2010, both by 
Steven Lane. 
 
 
 
Biographical Sketch 
 
 
Robert Dickerson is a 1952 graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary. He served in the 
United Methodist Church, with appointments in Mississippi, Kentucky, Alabama, and 
Florida. He was named to the Board of Trustees in 1984. He also served as the District 
Superintendent for the Pensacola District of the South-Alabama West-Florida United 
Methodist Conference. 
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Series Description 
 
Literary Productions 
Sermons 
 
Box 1 Folder 1 (#392-#466) 
#392 Our Helper in the Christian Life 
#431 Repentance 
#431 Change Your Mind 
#447 Anchors for the Soul 
#453 Christ’s Legacy to His Church 
#464 Giving as Christians 
#465 The Stewardship of Time 
#466 The Stewardship of Talent 
 
Box 1 Folder 2 (#500-#558) 
#500 The Mystery of Christmas 
#517 O Holy Child of Bethlehem 
#521 Wearing Thorns as a Crown (“Thorns” in original) 
#529 Salvation- Merit or Mercy? 
#530 True Worship 
#536 Christ’s Atonement for Our Sins 
#537 Justification by Faith 
#538 Assurance of Salvation 
#539 Christian Perfection 
#540 Christian Baptism 
#541 False Doctrine 
#542 Private Judgment 
#545 His Final Coming 
#553 The Traitor Who Sold Him 
#556 Were You There? 
#557 Surprised by Joy 
#558 Easter Lilies in Chamber Pots (“Lillies” in original) 
 
Box 1 Folder 3 (#618-#655) 
#618 God Was in Christ 
#625 Series on the Last Words of Jesus 
The First Word 
The Third Word from the Cross 
The Fourth Word 
The Fifth Word: “I Thirst!” 
The Sixth Word: “It is Finished!” 
The Seventh Word: “Into Thy Hands Commend Spirit” (Outline Only) 
# 655 My Crown is Call’d Content 
 
Box 1 Folder 4 (#679) 
#679 Series on the Ethic of Jesus 
What is Ethics? 
Jesus’ Teaching of the Highest Good 
Missing Life’s Highest Good 
The Ethic of Jesus: Sin 
How Do People Become Good? 
How Do People Become Good: (2) Faith 
How People Become Good: (3) Imitating Christ 
How People Become Good: (4) The Cross and Offences 
Our Christian Duty: (1) Loving God 
Will a Person Cheat God? 
 
Box 1 Folder 5 (#683-#698) 
#683 Series called Christ Our Example 
Christ Our Example: (1) In the Home 
Christ Our Example: (2) Man of Prayer 
Christ Our Example: (3) Citizen and Patriot 
Christ Our Example: (4) Churchmanship 
Christ Our Example: (5) Magnanimity 
Christ Our Example: (6) Loyalty 
#698 Resurrection! Not Immortality 
 
Box 1 Folder 6 (#716-#778) 
#716 The Message of the Cross 
#717 He Showed Himself Alive 
#724 You Can Count On It! 
#727 God Means It For Good! 
#734 Faith is Trusting and Believing 
#737 Not Able to Finish? 
#744 The Nearness of God 
#747 His Name Shall be Called, “Wonderful” 
#749 The Great Physician 
#752 Proof of God’s Amazing Love 
#753 Bought for a Price 
#754 He is Wisdom to the Mighty; Honor to the Brave 
#755 The Crown of Thorns 
#759 Christ Can’t Be Hid 
#760 The Holy Spirit and the Church Today 
#762 Mending Nets 
#763 On Being Fully Responsible for Yourself 
#765 Only One Way of Salvation? 
#770 The Wonder of Forgiveness 
#776 Weighed in the Balances of God 
#778 Lord, What Do You Want Me To Do? 
 
Box 1 Folder 7 (#786-#844 
#786 Obvious 
#799 The Resurrection Story 
#816 Who Then Can be Saved? 
#820 Washing Stripes 
#822 Joined in a Perpetual Covenant 
#827 The Book of Life 
#827 Lessons From a Viennese Organ Grinder (“Viennese” in original) 
#828 A Clean Heart and a Right Spirit 
#828 Methodism’s Debt to German Evangelicalism 
#829 What to Do When Trouble Comes 
#830 When Being Good Doesn’t Seem to Pay 
#831 Our Shadow Selves 
#832 What Will the Verdict Be? 
#833 Fit Us For Heaven 
#837 When Heroes Falter 
#838 The Greatest Thing in the World 
#840 The Ministry of Encouragement 
#842 True Worship 
#843 The Jesus Christ Salt & Light Co., Inc. 
#844 Thinking As Christian 
 
Box 1 Folder 8 (#845-#877) 
#845 Drawn to Christ 
#850 Portrait of a Preacher 
#851 The Church as Bread 
#852 The Gains of Death 
#853 Forgive Ad Infinitum (“Ad Infinitum” in original) (Outline Only) 
#856 The Holy Spirit and the Believing Christian 
#858 Find the Good- And Praise It! 
#865 The “Full” Gospel 
#866 The “Full” Gospel- Letter Attached from Good News Mag. 
#868 The All-Sufficient Christ 
#869 I Choose Faithfulness 
#870 Moses- An Example 
#871 The Sweetest Gal in Town 
#872 Birds of a Feather 
#873 “Semper Fi!” 
#877 God Will Take Care of You! 
 
Box 2 Folder 1 (#878-#899) 
#878 Easy Yoke, Light Burden 
#878 My Congregation 
#880 The Bewildering Mixture 
#883 God’s Plan for Financing His Church 
#884 The Bizarre Story of a Wacky Businessman 
#886 Mastering Myself 
#887 Turning to God 
#891 Claimed by God for Witness 
#892 Chariot of Fire 
#897 The Difficulty of Forgiveness 
#898 Stick to the Facts!/Facts are Stubborn Things 
#899 Test Everything: Keep the Good! 
 
Box 2 Folder 2 (#900-#946) 
#900 The Holy Spirit Is God Working in Us to Make us Christ-like 
#900 Who is the Holy Spirit and Why Did He Come? 
#908 Extra! Extra! Death Abolished!  
#910 Only One Way 
#913 John the Baptist: A Man Sent From God 
#914 Tried and True: The Temptation of Our Lord 
#915 The Best is Yet to Be 
#920 Beginning to Sink 
#921 Rough Stuff 
#922 His Finest Hour 
#926 The Controversial Christ 
#927 The First Stone 
#930 One Door, One Shepherd, One Flock 
#931 Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life! 
#932 The Man Who Never Did a Miracle 
#933 When God Lets You Down 
#935 The Resurrection and the Life 
#937 The Gift of Love/ Love’s Extravagance  
#942 The Promised Helper 
#944 In Hot Water 
#945 The Church Which Christ Builds 
#946 Do You Love Me? 
 
Box 2 Folder 3 (#947-#985) 
#947 The Conquest of Fear 
#948 Snakebit! 
#954 Famous Last Words 
#956 Ministry: The Art of the Obvious 
#970 When the One You Love is Sick 
#974 The Lights of Home 
#976 Offer Them Christ 
#976 Investing in Eternal Securities 
#977 Assurance 
#980 The Dysfunctional Church 
#981 The Power of Compound Interest 
#982 Laughing at the Devil 
#985 Train for Ill Not for Good 
 
Box 2 Folder 4 (#987-#998) 
#987 The Christian Use of Money 
#988 John Wesley on the Nature of Enthusiasm 
#989 Pardon: Full and Free 
#990 John Wesley’s Caution Against Bigotry 
#991 Back to the Basics 
#993 United Methodists and the ‘Full’ Gospel 
#994 The Nature of Fanaticism 
#995 High Crimes and Misdemeanors  
#996 What the Carpenter Made of His Cross 
#997 Life’s Greatest Lesson 
#998 Some Things Are Closer Than They Appear! 
 
Box 2 Folder 5 (#1000-#1010) 
#1000 Dealing With Disappointment 
#1001 The Highly Esteemed Gentleman Will Do the Honorable Thing (outline 
only) 
#1002 The Birthmarks of God’s Children 
#1003 The Many and the Few 
#1004 Undoing the Past 
#1005 Methodism’s Trojan Horse 
#1005 The Alternative Gospel 
#1006 Drawing God’s Picture 
#1006 God’s Greatest Idea 
#1007 Rungs of Gladness 
#1008 The Wonder of Forgiveness 
#1010 Something Much, Much Better! 
 
Box 2 Folder 6 (Un-numbered) 
Almost Perfect Crime, The 
Annunciations, The 
Ashamed of Christ? 
As These Retire, Let Others Come 
Basic Christianity (Outline only) 
Basis of Salvation, The 
Blunders, Boo-Boos, and Fox Passes 
Christian Stewardship 
Dedication of the Will 
Desert, The (Outline only) 
Drawing God’s Picture (Outline only) 
God’s Grace Exceeds Our Disgrace 
God’s Plan for Financing His Church 
Good Shepherd, His Flock, and Their Father, The (Outline only) 
Gospel of the Kingdom, The (Outline only) 
Here’s Mud in Your Eye 
Holy Boldness (Fragment) 
Husbands and Wives 
I’m Sorry Five Dollars 
Jesus the Teacher 
Life and Teaching of Jesus, The (Outline only) 
Line in the Sand, A 
Little Heart, A Lot of Brotherhood, A (Outline only) 
Lord, What Wilt Thou Have Me Do? 
Lot: A Beacon 
Only One Way of Salvation 
Read & Heed Owner’s Manual 
Sin and Its Remedy 
Take My Will and Make it Thine! (Outline only) 
Tyranny of Type, The 
Warning! Prolixity Can Ruin Your Life! 
When Churches Commit Hari-Kari (Outline only) 
When the Wind is Against Us 
You Are About to Enter a No Spin Zone! (Outline only) 
 
 
Box 2 Folder 7 (German Language Material) 
Biographical: 
Robert Dickerson 
Pensacola, Florida 
Literary Productions: 
Sermons 
Die Achte Sehenswürdigkeit Deutschlands 
Die Andacht 
Der Beweis Gottes Wunderbarer Liebe 
Das Buch des Lebens 
Feier des Heiligen Abendmahls 
Der Heilige Geist und die Heutige Kirche 
Herr Kannitverstann 
Lieber Allmächtiger Gott 
Mein Freund! 
Das Obergemach 
Eine Reise um Ihre Seele zu Suchen 
Was Muß Ich Tun, Um Gerettet zu Werden?  
Was Soll Ich Mit Jesus Machen? 
Wer Bist Du, Herr? 
Die Witze 
Printed Material: 
Excerpt from The Story of German Methodism: Biography of an Immigrant Soul, by Paul 
F. Douglass 
Travel Program of the World Methodist Council World Exchange Program, July 1986 
